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ABORIGINAL LANGUAGES COLLECTION 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.10 pm]: We live in an 
extraordinary country, with the oldest living culture. The traditional owners of this land have lived here for more 
than 50 000 years, and in Western Australia alone, more than 60 Aboriginal languages are spoken. English, however, 
is the standard language used in the education system, and there are very few books readily available in Aboriginal 
languages that reflect the continuing cultures of Western Australian communities. Regrettably, often vast disparities 
in educational achievement and literacy attainment persist between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children, 
particularly those in regional and remote areas of the state where English is not necessarily a language used to 
share stories at home. There is a link between the lack of Aboriginal language books and this failure of literacy. 

The importance of literacy cannot be overestimated. Literacy skills and educational achievement are directly linked 
to social, health and financial outcomes, and connection to language and culture are important foundations for lifelong 
learning. In the Kimberley alone, there are 40 languages. The State Library of Western Australia is a library for 
everyone, and it strongly believes that the rich and diverse stories, interests, ambitions and languages of everybody 
who lives here should be reflected and celebrated in its collections. The State Library also believes that all 
Western Australians should have the opportunity to read books and share stories in their own traditional languages. 
To that end, I would like to tell you today about the wonderful Aboriginal Languages collection that is now available 
at the State Library of Western Australia for the public to browse, read and borrow. The collection currently includes 
materials in traditional Aboriginal languages from four regions of the state, including the south west, goldfields, 
Western Desert and Pilbara, and it will continue to be developed into a comprehensive collection representing all 
Western Australian regions. There are currently eight Noongar dialects represented in the collection and some 
materials are bilingual. There are books, CDs, DVDs, maps and more that can be requested and shared across the 
state via the Western Australian public library network of 232 libraries. It is hoped that this collection will engage 
Aboriginal Western Australians of all ages in recreational and educational reading and assist with sharing stories 
with friends and family in traditional languages. It is also hoped that the collection will inspire people to learn 
dialects. Together, we can keep Western Australian Aboriginal languages alive. 

I finish by saying that I acknowledge particularly the member for Kimberley for her ongoing passion and 
inspiration with regard to the advocacy for the importance of Aboriginal languages in our state. 

The SPEAKER: Hear, hear! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: It is a very important matter for all of us to be cognisant of. 
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